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PaW EgeUV, lefW, inWUodXceV Maggie Wo Elaine WeiV, Zhile Tom
Gaffne\, UighW, inWUodXceV TallXlah Wo DeniVe DeZiche dXUing a
ViViWing PeW WoXU Wo John Hainkel Home on HenU\ Cla\ AYenXe in
NeZ OUleanV.

Furr\ visitors lap up attention at Uptown New Orleans nursing
home
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OliYe O\l loYeV a paUW\. The mediXm-Vi]ed UeVcXe dog ZiWh a Vhin\ black coaW ZaV haYing Whe Wime of heU

life UecenWl\ aW Whe John Hainkel JU. Home and RehabiliWaWion CenWeU on HenU\ Cla\ AYenXe, meeWing and

gUeeWing UeVidenWV aV paUW of Whe ViViWing PeW PUogUam.

"M\ Von ZaV in ToXUo foU a monWh," Vaid

OliYe O\l'V oZneU, Mike A]]aUello, Wagging

along behind OliYe aV Vhe Zalked Xp Wo

UeVidenWV in ZheelchaiUV, Zagging heU Wail

madl\. "M\ Zife Vaid, \oX and OliYe oXghW

Wo do WhiV."

On a UecenW SaWXUda\ moUning, handleUV

in pine-gUeen VhiUWV and official-looking

badgeV fanned oXW WhUoXgh Whe hallV of

John Hainkel, leaVhed dogV WUoWWing along

beVide Whem. ReVidenW Elaine WeiV

leaned oYeU in heU ZheelchaiU Wo geW a

Vmooch fUom Maggie, a fUeckled blond

ShaUpei mi[. "AZZ, Whank \oX," WeiV

Vaid.

OZneU PaWUicia EgeUV Vaid Maggie, Zho iV aboXW 3 \eaUV old, ZaV foXnd on Whe VWUeeW, VWaUYing and

pUegnanW. "YoX can Vee Vhe'V noW VWaUYing noZ," EgeUV joked aV Whe dog Zaddled oYeU Wo anoWheU

UeVidenW. DeVpiWe heU UoXgh beginningV, Maggie iV a people-loYeU ZiWh loWV of peUVonaliW\. "She loYeV Wo

be loYed," EgeUV beamed.

EgeUV alVo encoXnWeUed Whe ViViWing PeW pUogUam Zhen UelaWiYeV ZeUe hoVpiWali]ed. "M\ moWheU and m\

ViVWeU boWh had YiViWV Zhen Whe\ ZeUe in EaVW JeffeUVon and in ToXUo," Vhe Vaid. "IW meanW a loW. IW ZaV a

liWWle WoXch of home."

The ViViWing PeW PUogUam began in 1987 aV a Vmall animal-aVViVWed WheUap\ pUogUam. NoZ iW'V an all-

YolXnWeeU nonpUofiW coUpoUaWion ZiWh aboXW 100 YolXnWeeUV Zho YiViW 20 aUea hoVpiWalV, nXUVing homeV,

UehabiliWaWion cenWeUV and UeWiUememenW homeV. OZneUV and peWV mXVW aWWend WUaining, paVV a healWh
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and personality evaluation, go through a four-visit probation period and commit to at least one visit a

month. And there are mock visits to make sure the dogs, as well as cats, rabbits and guinea pigs, can

handle a health-care environment.

Most important, visiting pets must have a sweet, affectionate and calm nature.

"The ones who make it through aren't bothered by TV noise, wheelchairs -- or the bingo machine," said

Tom Gaffney, who's been with the program for 11 years, lately escorting Tallulah, a border collie mix.

Helen Schneidau reaches into a cat carrier and carefully extracts Oscar, a floppy 15-year-old yellow

tabby. "He's been doing this about 12 years," Schneidau said. Oscar's qualifications: a silky coat and the

world's mellowest personality.

"I think cats have to be pretty laid-back to do this," Schneidau acknowledged.

Resident Katie Lowry welcomed the chance to cuddle Oscar. Visits from pets make her stint at the rehab

center go a little more easily, she said. "I have cats," she said. "And I have one that looks like him at

home."

Administrative director Robert Rodrigue said residents look forward to the animal encounters. "Animals

are unconditional love," he said. "I think it gives the residents a whole level of normalcy and affection"

that only pets can provide.

"So many of the people here had pets as children," Lowry said. "It brings back that happy time. We're all

suckers for animals."

For more information about the Visiting Pets Program and upcoming training sessions, go to

www.visitingpetprogram.org.
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Annette Sisco is community news editor. She can be reached at asisco@timespicayune.com or

504.826.3310.
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